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Jonas, Carl Jefferson Selleck 
Little, Brown. Jan. 21, 1952. 303p. $3.00. 

Those who would like think that the generation 
the blind and aimless passed away with Babbitt and 
George Apley will certainly find Jeffrey Selleck dis- 
turbing creation. Carl Jonas has written rather dev- 
astating novel about bewildered, 
ness man, and Jonas’ hero died less than two years ago; 
furthermore, was only his middle fifties when 
died. Like Babbitt, Selleck was midwesterner; 
had many Babbitt’s traits, the blurb the jacket 
accurately indicates. The blurb less accurate, how- 
ever, saying that Selleck was sadder and wiser 
Babbitt; only the last months his life did begin 
grope for even that feeble wisdom upon which Bab- 
bitt stumbled the height his vigor. 


Jonas has been ingenious his choice technique 
and expert its exploitation. Jeff Selleck, big and 
active man, finds himself, fifty-five, immobilized 
heart attack. His doctor suggests that, one form 
therapy, Jeff write his memoirs; further the plan, 
Jeffrey’s son provides recorder; all Jeff need 
speak random into the recorder. record 
sketchy and far from complete when resumes work 
his office and second heart attack carries him off. 
this device, Jonas manages enter into the very 
mind the man without being forced write down 
every tediously detailed explanation that such mind 
would think given enough leisure for organizing 
and reconsidering. The events are comparatively few: 
courtship, marriage, army life, illness, some crises 
the lives the Selleck children; the institutions are 
comparatively many: the local civic organization, the 

epublican party, the old division, the clubs, and others. 
times the satire almost savage either the bald 
portrayal Jeffrey’s mentality the bitter comments, 
editorially inserted, others who figure the nar- 
rative. 


The technique this novel may too expert for 
some. Jeff Selleck bore and his account his life 
told his own fumbling, unperceptive way. There 
doubt that the man clearly revealed—but 
through many dull pages, filled with Selleck’s own 
idiom, seems questionable whether the revelation 
worth having. Selleck has all the baseless forthright- 
ness and insensitive stupidity generally associated with 
Minor tycoons. Those literate enough relish the 
are already familiar with this specialized form 
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the bourgeois mentality and may find further knowl- 
edge, however skillfully conveyed, somewhat stifling. 
There considerable reward, however, awaiting the 
reader who goes through the last fifty pages, for 
realizes that through one typical example the lives 
all the Jeffrey Sellecks have been raised fairly 
high level pathos. During his illness, Selleck begins 
ask himself questions, begins revolt against con- 
ventions and conventional actions which still tries 
stubbornly defend. falls just short the realiza- 
tion that had intellectual standards all but 
preserved lot pretenses because thought their 
preservation essential for the good others for the 
safeguarding society. 


Jonas offers little that positive; but with artistic ob- 
jectivity does lay open the sham and frustration 
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typical many seemingly placid lives. unfor- 
tunate that worked frustrations already abun- 
dantly explored others. has not written great 
book; for instance, lacks the power Vipers’ Tangle 
which bears some resemblance. Jonas has, how- 
ever, achieved graphic portrayal pathetic life; 
because presents the mind dullard the book 
sometimes dull; because reveals with great skill and 
with considerable sympathy the workings that mind, 
the book is, the whole, impressive. 


William Hill, 
Jesuit Novitiate, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 
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Bridge, Ann The Dark Moment 
Macmillan. Jan. 1952. 337p. $3.75. 

The reader who was brought horrendous tales 
murdering Janissaries, Armenian massacres, enslaved 
Christians and dark-eyed Circassian beauties harem- 
bound, will brought date the modern 
Turkey quickly and pleasantly through the author’s 
latest international novel. Its setting Turkey, 1914- 
1924, when the Ottoman Empire, after guessing wrong 
World War went down into dissolution, torn 
external humiliations and internal dissentions, rise 
again through the agency strong man the Re- 
public Turkey bent discarding old customs and 
adopting Western ways. 

The account—to the non-historian least—is fas- 
cinating contrast between old and new, and con- 
vincing picture, times poignant, the break-up 
old culture which threatened throw the baby out 
with the bath its eagerness depose the sultan, 


state control religion, transform national 


dress and conventions, bring women out the harem- 
lik, adopt new alphabet, transfer the capitol raw 
new place and, general, bridge five centuries 
year two. 


For the political framework and basis this move- 
ment, the author has depended information from 
the British War Office, Foreign Office, Royal United 
Services Institution; “days and days” spent Tur- 
key visiting the scenes described and interviewing Turks 
who could supply details the 1920 Revolution; and 
Winston Churchill’s World Crisis, from which she 
supplies direct quotations and indirect conclusions. 


The plot brief concerned with aristocratic 
Turkish family whose son and his wife, and daughter 
and her husband, are ardent followers the decisive, 
magnetic revolutionary leader, Mustapha 
liminary chapters introduce the daughter, Féridé, thir- 
ten-years-old and newly clad the enveloping carsaf, 
who lives with her widowed father, her grandmother, 
university-student brother, French governess and 
numerous pensioners the family, elegant and 
traditional comfort. Her best-loved friend self- 
reliant little English girl, Fanny Pierce, niece 
Oxford scholar whose hobby collecting Turkish folk- 
lore. Fanny’s and contacts are broken off 
World War not resumed for almost nine years. 
Those were the fateful years when the war was lost 
and the two young men, Ahmet and Orhan, joined the 
Young Turks party, hunted alike the old regime and 
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the conquering Allies; when Féridé’s father, tradi- 
tionalist who resented the new politics even while 
smarted under the penalties defeat incurred the 
older party, attempted unsuccessfully keep his family 
check; when the gently reared 
brother’s wife secretly joined their husbands Ankara 
and there found life bleak, cold and arduous; when 
her brother killed the war and his infant son 
died for medical care; and when Mustapha 
Kemal sheer personal magnetism and drive kept his 
little band buoyed until they emerged victorious 
their struggle with the Old Turks, the Greeks, and the 
Western Powers. 

When Fanny meets Mustapha Kemal, she promptly 
succumbs his fascination for women, breaks off her 
engagement faithful Scottish suitor; and struggles 
briefly against Féridé’s wise command return home 
before imperiling the new freedom for Turkish women 
her indiscreet conduct. 


The reader will enjoy particularly two phases the 
book: The dialogue artfully natural—skillful de- 
veloping the plot and appropriate the character 
speaking, well suggestive the formal speech 
old Turkey. Particularly able the feel for the coun- 
try and its inhabitants the author conveys. there 
hero, the Turkish people whose customs con- 
tribute the most rewarding section the book; and 
whose native country dramatically described. Char- 
acterization weaker; only Féridé’s grandmother stands 
out wise, perceptive and gracious. 


times, irritating come across once more the 
author’s assumption that any and all things British are 
correct and wholly admirable. Britain alone among 
the nations acts with probity and wisdom, with tact 
and justice. Only British soldiers are 
The Greeks were savage and brutal. (Turkish mas- 
sacres are passed over apologetically but without repro- 
bation.) American diplomats are visionary and un- 
tried idealists, unfamiliar with international diplomacy 
and conditions. Woodrow Wilson mistakenly cham- 
pioned the cause “his proteges and pets, the Ar- 
menians” against the brave Turks. 


Enjoyment aside (and the book enjoyable) the least 
the British Foreign Office can for the author 
make her award for this persuasive contribution 
effective foreign relations moment when Great 
Britain and the Western World need friends Tur- 
key’s part the world. 
Helen Butler, 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Mason, van Wyck Himalayan Assignment 
Doubleday. Jan. 17, 1952. 282p. $3.00. 

Forsaking the title alliteration which practiced 
the earlier items the series, Mr. Mason has presented 
with another adventure the saga Colonel (nee 
Major) North. This time the super-duper G-2 agent 
sent into the wilds the Himalayas into little 
state named Jonkhar, nominally protectorate Nepal 
and actually buffer between Nepal and Thibet. With 
the Communist infiltration Thibet the Western 
Powers are fearful that the Red will seize and fortify 
the Kirong Pass, opening gateway through Nepal 
India. Indeed, rumors Russian mission the 
Rajah Jonkhar have already leaked out and North 
not only agent but quasi-diplomat charged with 
preserving the peace the world, least that 
quarter. 

The Colonel enters Jonkhar big game hunter at- 
tached the scientific expedition Dr. Keith. That 
expedition was almost liquidated manipulated 
landslide and the survivors were taken Jang, the 
Rajah’s capital, where they find not only Russian 
but Chinese Red mission, well North’s old 
enemy Sam Steele and expatriate Baltic Baroness. 
North, ably assisted Jenny Cutler and Nepalese 
attaché named Ganesh Thopa, manipulates his way 
through series intrigues, charged with the murder 
the Chinese envoys and finally achieves the liquida- 
tion Sam Steele and the Russian mission, acquiring 
the process new love the person Jenny. 
adventure, dash spicy romance, in- 
trigue and mystery inaccessible places are all com- 
bined with Mason’s flair for story-telling produce 
another readable story for Colonel North 
cause somewhat spicy scenes and comments sex 
and love the book seems suitable only for adult readers. 


* * * 


Roark, Garland Slant the Wild Wind 
Doubleday. Jan. 24, 1952. 284p. $3.00. 

South Seas and sailing ships are formula Garland 
Roark has used before attain story-telling success 
Wake the Red Witch and Fair Wind Java. Again 
has driving, indomitable captain hero, man 
who willing step bit beyond the confines law 
attain the success seeks, wealth and women. The 


plural used advisedly since rare Roark book 
find the hero content with less than two flaming 
females. this case Gordon Redd, profit-making cap- 
tain the Lady Glasgow, sails from Sydney under 
verbal instructions from his owner Sir George van 
Orem and removes force seven boxes ore from 
the Castlereagh, another van Orem ship, adding the 
final incident the enmity which had been building 
between himself and Captain Untell the Castlereagh. 


Returning Sydney Redd finds that one the boxes 
contains stolen gold from the closed Bank Melbourne 
which used bolster the van Orem firm and 
buy depressed properties during panic then sweep- 
ing Australia. The plot was engineered Tysbee, 
president the foundered bank, Sir George van Orem 
and Geoffrey Lipscombe-Grey, Sir George’s righthand 
man and engaged his daughter Martha. Because 
Untell will not quiet but charges Redd with piracy 
Gordon drawn into the plot equal partner 
while Untell goes work for Lancefield, the prosecut- 
ing attorney. Gordon also falls love with Martha 
engages keep her ship’s and the family names 
clear. 


The problem simple—bank the gold foreign ports 
that will available and dispose Tysbee. Redd 
escapes the first piracy charge the plea that there 
was stealing transferring ore from one ship the 
same firm another but Lancefield suspects the stolen 
gold and has Untell pursue Redd when sails dis- 
pose Tysbee and the gold. The chase covers thou- 
sands miles the two experts seek outwit each 
other. Redd finds race cannibals who value pigs 
more than gold. also finds beautiful maiden with 
whom dallies and eventually solves the situation 
trading pigs for gold, storing the stolen gold Java 
bank with letter returning Melbourne and per- 
suading Tysbee swear that the gold was only bor- 
rowed. 

With his native innamorata dead skirmish, Redd 
restores wealth and position Sir George, brands 
Geoffrey the evil schemer, outwits Lancefield and 
Untell and wins Martha wife. Through 
Gordon claims that his actions are motivated first 
loyalty his firm and loyalty Martha and 
the good name his All all the book 
rather shallow adventure-romance with bit illicit 
sex and bit shady morality rendering suitable 
for adult readers who have eons time waste 
escape reading. 

* * 


Day, Dorothy The Long Loneliness 
Harper. Jan. 288p. $3.50. 

The Long Loneliness dynamic presentation the 
life Dorothy Day, co-founder and editor The 
Catholic Worker. reveals courageously, just she has 
always lived, the influences and vicissitudes her life 
which find their expression “The Catholic Worker 
Movement”, movement which places high premium 
spiritual reform and personalistic action. Before 
true understanding this movement can fully 
comprehended requisite read this autobiog- 
raphy. 

The book divided into three sections. the first 
part, “Searching”, Dorothy Day traces her early back- 
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ground, home life, education, association with radical 
movements, her beginnings journalism and the ex- 
perience King’s County nurse during World 
War and concluding with the search for God. 


The second part, “Natural takes through 
the steps leading her conversion, the inner struggle 
between the natural love for the man who meant much 
her and the supernatural love for God, her Creator 
and destiny. The choice made was decisive 
one, and one which brought her both pain and hap- 
piness. 


The courage and climax this decision comes when 
her daughter Tamar was born: 


human creature could receive contain vast 
flood love and joy after the birth 
child. With this came the need worship, 
adore. had heard many say that they wanted 
worship God their own way and did not need 
Church which praise Him, nor body 
people with whom associate themselves. But 
did not agree this. very experience 
radical, whole make-up, led want asso- 
ciate myself with others, with the masses, loving 
and praising God. Without even looking into the 
claims the Catholic Church, was willing 
admit that for she was the one true Church. 


“Love the Measure”, the final part the book, 
the story The Catholic Worker Movement from its 
earliest beginnings (May 1933) the present day. 
This movement begins with the meeting Dorothy 
Day, former communist, and Peter Maurin, the French 
peasant, the “park-bench and bread-line genius”; Peter, 
truly humble man who had been insulted and ridi- 


many times his life; Peter, who was mistaken 


for plumber and left the basement when had 
been invited dinner. “whose spirit and ideas 
will dominate the rest this book they will domi- 
nate the rest life”. 


The foundation stone The Catholic Worker Move- 
ment the great commandment which comprises 
others—to love one another. because love for 
one another that the disciples this movement em- 
brace voluntary poverty and practice the works 
mercy, for these are the two means which show 
our love for our fellow man. was Dorothy Day, with 
her very practical background, who was able put 
into action Peter Maurin’s ideas, exemplified through 
the houses hospitality, farming communes, round- 
table discussions and The Catholic Worker. The Cath- 
olic Worker Movement not organization the 
strict sense the word, but rather spirit whose 
enthusiastic followers are guided Miss Day (and 
Peter Maurin when was living). 


The purpose the movement bring men back 
Christ. this the movement advocates com- 
plete rejection the present social order and non- 
violent revolution establish order more accord 
with Christian values. Those the movement feel 
that this can only done direct action since politi- 
cal means have failed for bringing about 
this society. Only personalism, which takes 
ourselves the responsibility for changing conditions 
this society possible. 


MacEoin 


Best SELLERs 


The many members The Catholic Worker Move- 
ment who have come and gone are given proper ac- 
knowledgment. The trials, struggles, and encourage- 
ments the movement, the opinions and attitudes 
the readers are all handled very intelligently por- 
tray complete picture the movement. The retreat 
movement and the pacificist ideas are also treated 
style sufficiently coherent further explain the posi- 
tion held The Catholic Worker. 


The burning zeal and enduring faith this woman 
provides with lesson from which can all derive 
benefit. Here life sacrifice, poverty, suffering 
two words, brotherly love. This touching and 
Moving story, inspirational story. The book well 
recommended. 

Michael Penetar, 

Saint Francis College, 

Loretto, Pennsylvania 


MacEoin, Gary The Communist War Religion 
Devin-Adair. Aug. 27, 1951. 264p. $3.50. 

this relatively slender book, there summarized the 
sickening picture the Communist attack upon re- 
ligion. The author treats all the countries under 
Communist control, not excluding Yugoslavia. The 
method treatment simple. There brief de- 
scription life the country con- 
cerned and picture religious life existed that 
time. There follows the story persecution and some 
indication results early 1951. 


The pattern oppression, while flexible, differs but 
little from country country. rule the most 
violent attacks are made upon Catholicism and Juda- 
ism, because their international contacts. National 
churches are tolerated for while, provided their 
leaders profess loyalty the regime. the same 
time, the noose tightened for all groups. Increasing 
difficulties are placed the way religious education, 
training the clergy, church publications, and even- 
tually Divine worship itself. purely puppet church, 
such the Russian Orthodox, might then permitted 
function sop the confirmed believers. 


The author condenses remarkable amount informa- 
tion into few pages. His style concise almost 
the point being epigrammatic. notes that for 
Communism “Conquest not enough. must 
accompanied acceptance” (p. 1). Since claims 
total allegiance, cannot tolerate religion. 
tarianism says: “Genocide new word Europe, 
because represents new wickedness. Even Genghis 
Khan used the sword only the heat conquest 
battle. remained for Lenin and Stalin plot 
cold blood the mass destruction subject and power- 
less peoples, powerless except the strength their 
spirit, whose submission could achieved only the 
empty obesiance death” (p. 170). 


This book has been badly needed. Until appeared 
had little supplement the excellent but scattered 
material the religious and secular press. The author 
commended for his fair treatment all 
ligious groups, although from the very nature the 
subject major emphasis given the sufferings the 
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Catholic Church. But any believer human free- 
dom, whatever his religious belief, will find these 
pages renewed proof that Communism the enemy 
all men. 


weakness the volume, another indictment 
Communism, the lack adequate documentation for 
the charges made. This may explained part the 
popular nature the treatment. Partly due 
the confidential nature some the material, ob- 
viously smuggled out from behind the Iron Curtain. 
But stronger documentation might have been helpful 
for the several thousand clergymen this country who 
have been inveigled into Communist fronts. might 
also have made the book more effective fighting the 
Blanshard thesis—that the Vatican struggle against the 
Kremlin private quarrel between power-hungry 
dictatorships. 


Another weakness the lack topical index. Thus, 
student wishing cite instances Communist per- 
secution Jews Moslems has alternative but 
reread the volume and pick out the pertinent 
material. This lessens the polemical usefulness this 
excellent book. 


The criticisms offered above are not meant detract 
from the genuine merits MacEoin’s study. They are 
merely suggested improvements for revised edition 
which, hope, will made feasible heavy and 
continuous demand for the present work. This de- 
finitely book buy and keep for reference. Even 
betcer, one might buy extra copies present be- 


fuddled persons who still fail realize the real nature 


antidote the recent Blanshard opus. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Rosmond, Babette 
Lucy, The Delaware Dialogues 
Simon Schuster. Jan. 31, 1952. 210p. $3.00. 


much novelty novel, this highly specialized, 
highly artificialized kaleidoscope sophisticated sub- 
urbia has the chain action fizz Alka-Seltzer, the 
brittle edge thin, glare ice, and some the toxic 
effects talking jag. Strictly from the viewpoint 
experimental technique, rather interesting, but the 
tireless stream witticisms preciously unreal. 


Using only the device conversational vignettes, the 
author presents first-hand account the minor— 
and not minor—marital crises besetting the brothers 
Delaware, Gene and George, and their respective wives, 
Lucy and Patty, whose comfortable existence West- 
chester County circumscribed the departure the 
8:10 a.m. and the arrival the 6:09 p.m. commuters’ 


Merely through the clipped, sardonic mouthings her 
characters Miss Rosmond develops loose-jointed plot 
and sustains the politely pointless social and moral 
vacuum which the Delawares, like other hundreds 
today’s bright young couples, restlessly mark time. 

running series breathless ripostes (hereby awarded 
for glibness) permits the reader eavesdrop 
their discussions nursery school, in-laws, tedious 
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neighbors, the psychological art child raising, drink- 
ing before dinner, servant problems and ex-husbands. 


Sandwiched among the trivia are few surprisingly 
shrewd observations, such Gene’s declamation 
the futile conviviality swank cocktail parties, per se: 
“The Delawares entertaining the smart set. 
dull businessmen for our parties, sir. got 
two writers, one artist, one playwright, one musician, 
several actors—and they create conversation that would 
bore the third grade school for retarded chil- 
dren. Why persist some feudal snobbism 
that banishes all but the artistic from our side, par- 
ticularly when the artistic are inarticulate masse?” 


But most the repartee reflects the more popular 
trend twisted values. Here Lucy, rationalizing 
her clandestine dalliance with Patty’s former mate: 
was emotional sabbatical, miniature romantic ex- 
cursion assure that such things exist.” 
Etc., etc., etc. 


$3.00 copy, Lucy pretty fancy priced literary 


dry martini. 
Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 


Gunther, John 


Eisenhower: The Man and the Symbol 
Jan. 28, 1952. 180p. $2.50. 


John Gunther, author Inside Europe, Inside the 
United States and Roosevelt Retrospect has added 
the mountain literature one the most con- 
troversial personalities our time entertaining 
little work called Eisenhower: The Man and the 
Symbol. 


Since newspapers throughout the nation are daily dis- 
cussing General Ike, this book tremendous value. 
Mr. Gunther lists reasons why Eisenhower would make 
good president and why would not. The inde- 
pendent voter, who according less authority 
than John Nance Garner, comprises one-third the 
voting population presidential election will digest 
Gunther’s statements with avidity. 


Harper. 


All Gunther books are interesting. one the 
world’s great reporters Gunther leans heavily anec- 
dotes, personal opinion and editorial comment. This 
book divided into five Man, the Back- 
ground, the Career, the Job, and the Future. Eisen- 
hower, the Man, stresses his popularity Europe. 
sixty-one Ike follows rigid daily pattern. does 
not smoke, can’t type and loves cook. one 
the few high ranking army officers who writes his own 
material and achieved literary fame with his Crusade 
Europe. Gunther says his hobbies are golf, bridge 
and fishing. 


Eisenhower’s family background, his devoted hard- 
working mother, his prosperous brothers all receive em- 
phasis the second chapter. From their Germanic 
background the plains Kansas the family has been 
thrifty, humble and conservative. The third, fourth 
and fifth chapters deal with West Point, routine army 
assignments, World Wars and and 
present responsibility Supreme Allied Commander. 
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The one phase Dwight Eisenhower’s life that was 
entirely removed from the military was his brief tenure 
president Columbia University. held sway 
Morningside Heights from June, 1948 December, 
1950. Gunther says “he was not howling success”. 
The reasons are obvious. was not professional 
educator. was call Washington for military 
consultation and his inaccessibility became notorious. 


His absence from Amsterdam Avenue was not the 
Columbia tradition. This reviewer well remembers the 
morning campus strolls Nicholas Murray Butler and 
his gracious salutations the students. Undergradu- 
ates like see their president and Columbia students 
seldom saw Eisenhower. The Daily Spectator called 
him wartime leader who doubles president the 
university. 

John Gunther knows Eisenhower and has been his 
company under some trying circumstances. This book 
objective, fair and may read any and 
definitely recommended contribution the con- 


temporary political scene. 
Frank Brown, 


History Department, 
University Scranton 


Stavrianos, 
Greece: American Dilemma and Opportunity 
Regnery. Jan. 14, 1952. 246p. $3.25. 


Greece has long been hotbed controversial politics 
and strange economics. During the late war, and since, 
has from time time been the forefront world 
drama. Most recently, because the “Truman Doc- 
has come well within the immediate interest 
America; its fortunes are, and should be, matter 


direct concern. 

Let said simply that while book undoubtedly 
needed clarify the issues Greece this not 
the book. 


The author pays passionate lip service the democratic 
ideal. However, writes the Balkan neighbors 
Greece were not direct threat the nation’s 
internal security. writes the risk complete 
communism preferable “bankruptcy” and “cor- 
ruption”. contends that every dispute between 
the communists Greece and their opponents the 
communists have been right and the opposition wrong. 
Left-wing sources are consistenly cited gospel while 
many forceful and telling statements, all buttressing 
the author’s theory, are ascribed anonymous sources. 


One unfamiliar with contemporary Greece, and with- 
out first-hand information internal conditions, must 
judge this book its internal evidence. the face 
it, the author’s analysis the elections March, 
lesser known issues the reader can only conclude that 
the author’s methods are suspect. must also 
noted that far first-hand information concerned 
the publisher advises that the author was “in Greece 
1938-1939”. 


repeat, however, though need book Greece, 
this not the book. Discriminating adults will 
able read and select factual matter without being 


Best 


confused the writer’s apparent prejudices and faulty 
logic. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New York, New York 


Lee, Clark and Henschel, Richard 
Douglas MacArthur 


Holt. Jan. 28, 1952. 370p. $6.00. 


the volume under review Henry Holt and Co. offers 
two works one. The first, the journalist and for- 
eign-correspondent Clark Lee, 232 page text 
MacArthur’s life. The second, prepared Richard 
Henschel, Army Signal Corps officer who served 
under the General the Pacific World War 
“pictorial biography” presenting three.hundred and 
seventy-five photographs striking panorama Mac- 
Arthur’s personal history from his childhood the 
1880’s down his speech San Antonio last spring. 
Mr. Lee approaches his subject with relative objectivity. 
notes some the General’s deficiencies—his vanity 
and posturings before the cameramen, his tendency to- 
ward excessive optimism, his inclination toward con- 
troversy with the press, etc. generally summarizes 
fairly the positions MacArthur’s opponents the 
issues which have marked his long career. However, 
the author most cases concludes his discussions 
controversial episodes manner favorable the 
General. MacArthur emerges loyal supporter 
General Billy Mitchell; his conduct dispersing the 
Bonus Marchers 1932 warmly and ably treated; 
absolved responsibility for the Clark Field 
disaster; and there sympathetic picture 
difficulties and problems the Philippines the open- 
ing 1942. view the fact that others have 
treated (and treated well) MacArthur’s role the 
Occupation Japan, Mr. Lee has passed over this sub- 
ject lightly. concludes his work with three chapters 
the Korean War and MacArthur’s dismissal (as 
seen the light the Congressional Hearings last 
spring). 

Messrs. Clark and Henschel together have produced 


good piece journalism. 
Richard Grigg, Ph.D., 
King’s 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Rinehart, Mary Roberts The Swimming Pool 
Rinehart. Jan. 17, 1952. 312p. $3.00. 

one whose enthusiasm for the talent Mary Roberts 
Rinehart goes way back day some thirty-five 
forty years ago when “discovered” The Man Lower 
Ten the shelves the local library, and thereafter 
went through the “Tish” books, The Circular Staircase 
and everything else which bore the name Mary 
Roberts Rinehart, am, perhaps, already prejudiced 
favor. Nevertheless, may mean something that 
forty added years have not staled the relish with which 
one reads this latest expert mystery novel; nor have 
those years withered the craft with which Mrs. Rine- 
hart weaves her devious tale. She still urbane and 
her plot line still complex and credible. She still 
writes “first personal’ from the viewpoint one 
those most involved the dark and dangerous doings. 
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And she still prone, purposeful, using what 
captious critics have cavilled at: the anticipatory and 
rueful phrases, “if had known then”, “It might all 
have been different if”, and such-like. 


never fair tell the story mystery tale; even 
one forbears revealing the denouement, 
vealed mystery tale flat and tasteless frozen 
food. The title enough: center the desperate 
action swimming pool the grounds run- 
down mansion Westchester; mansion still occupied 
the youngest daughter and the son parents who 
were enormously wealthy until the crash 
volved the action are devastatingly beautiful 
blonde, handsome dark-browed Inspector New 
York Police, well the aforementioned inhabitants 
“The Birches”. Expertly written and clean 
breeze new knife-blade, The Swimming Pool 
every mystery fan’s dish-of-tea. least, mine. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Russell, Bertrand 
New Hopes for Changing World 
Simon Schuster. Jan. 14, 1952. 213p. $3.00. 


reviewer may privileged borrow accolade 
from the world dog and horse shows step which 
should meet with the utmost approval Mr. Russell 
who does not admit much difference between man and 
the animal), then might correctly stated that the 
recent bestowal the Nobel Prize this British 
mathematician and amateur philosopher constituted 
Mr. Russell “best his class”. writer our 
current generation has succeeded beautifully con- 
cealing the ridiculous under gorgeous trappings style. 
better example the subjective logic and dis- 
tortion truth can found than demonstrated 
the pages this latest panacea volume. Were these 
new hopes actualized, what hopeless world would 
materialize! 


Nobody denies that the world balanced the rim 
the canyon catastrophe, cataclysm completely 
man’s own making. Nor will the reader refuse 
accept Lord Russell’s delineation the areas which 
the current turmoil man’s desire 
master the physical world, man and his relations 
with his neighbor, and finally, man’s inner personal 
rebellion (born, and whisper lest the author over- 
hear, original sin and not from caloric deficiency 
arising from crop failure). However, the elabora- 
tion this theme, severe exception must taken 
with the author’s analyses and recommendations. 


the discussion man versus physical nature Russell 
bases all his reasoning upon the postulate the evolu- 
tionary origin the human race. rules out man’s 
spiritual nature and ascribes mankind’s sense 
centuries repeated customs. Russell maintains that 


the human race consistently misses golden opportuni- 
ties for complete domination over earthly resources 
not limiting its own fertility through birth control and 
matching the natural fertility the planet’s 
soil. 


Russell Tobey 


227 


Never has bias possessed such incisive spokesman 
the volume’s second portion. the outset, cur- 
rently discarded sociological theories are reaffirmed 
explanations for the existence social units. Among 
many the questionable statements, reader discovers 
that the origin Law reposes, not the basic needs 
“human nature” (which, Russell asserts, does not 
exist), but force expended the dominant group. 
World government immediately necessary, but prob- 
ably will not work effectively until hundred years 
have passed—a tribute the alchemy time. Creeds 
are obsolete, whether propounded the Kremlin 
the Vatican. Russia and Communism are hated, 
yet both can easily live the same world with democ- 
racy. 


The paean praise for amoral existence resounds 
through the pages the latter section New Hopes 
for Changing World. his recently-published 
Unpopular Essays (1951), Russell bewails man’s sense 
mortal sin. the generative force much 
today’s unsettled conditions. The mathematician spins 
out this equation: sense mortal sin begets fear 
complex; fear complex makes man unsure him- 
self; insecurity produces unhappiness; world full 
unhappy people the cause tension and conflict. 
Then, implication, the author hints that less moral 
view life might permit his suggested cures, such 
fertility control and substitution progressiveness for 
hidebound respect for tradition. 


this latest book, Russell may have unconsciously 
revealed the reason for our changing world. For 
modern education utilizes the same premises, and argues 
according the same species logic exhibited 
New Hopes, then turmoil will inevitable both 
the personal and international levels. Such head- 
strong demonstration the half-truth employed 
tool for argument presages uncertainty instead hope 
for the tomorrow. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D. 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Tobey, Senator Charles 
The Return Morality 
Doubleday. Jan. 17, 1952. 123p. $2.00. 


read senator idealist. Senator Tobey 
has done our nation good his courageous and sincere 
attack the fixers who operate that twilight zone 
between honesty and illegality, criminals who invoke 
their constitutional rights escape punishment. This 
book summary report his investigations, which 
made the most popular television show the past year. 
public righteousness, virtuous living, faith and trust 
God—all the ideals which dollar worship has 
badly tarnished our century. 


Our nation was founded idealism, and his voice has 
authentic American ring, dry, nasal, small-townish, 
even Puritanical you wish, but profoundly right. 
Phrases from the Constitution and the Bible are con- 
stantly his lips. times shrill, and shakes 
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bony finger us; again flatly commonplace, lack- 
ing polish and elegance. His opponents have plenty 
that. But Tobey eternally right, just, fair, and 
even chivalrous, when acknowledges change 
heart “King” Clancy, New Orleans sheriff who 
promised and did close every gambling joint there 
after returned from Washington. 


The embarrassing part the book this: that the 
public supporting these criminals, whose incomes run 
five and six figures, with casual dollars thrown away 
gambling. worse feature that few the 
criminals have been jailed checked. this writing 
Costello has been let off New York jury from con- 
tempt charges. And Northlake near Chicago 
honest citizen was beaten nearly death baseball 
bats for speaking out against gambling joint there. 
His assailants were never caught, like many others 
these rackets. But for heaven’s sake, Senator, keep 
the fight! You are like doctor who, investigating 
few pimples the American countenance, has dis- 
covered that the body half-poisoned all through. 
Catholics should support the Senator without quibbling 
over theological differences because saying exactly 
what the Church has been preaching for years; that 
there must morality public life, prayer and 
ness business affairs, meditation the final aim 
life, Christianity action. Party and creed should 
not interfere with this honest program. Catholics 
should grateful the Senator and help him. all 
means let hope that the investigation not stopped 
here, but continues until the crooks are jailed, and 
honest John Public has good look his own con- 
science. 

Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Tyrrell, Man the Maker 
Dutton. Jan. 21, 1952. $3.75. 

The sub-title this work Study Man’s Mental 
Evolution. The simplicity this thematic statement 
conceals wealth serious thought, pertinent illustra- 
tion, urbane satire, and superb creative expression. 
Despite the author’s protestation that this book for 
the non-specialist, Man the Maker definitely not for 
the average reader. Some its premises are apt 
trap the unwary into blind acceptance biological 
evolution from simian ancestors. Many its illustra- 
tions presume that the reader has had more than 
elementary education the physical sciences, philos- 
ophy, sociology and psychology. 

Professor Tyrrell has divided his work into two major 
though related sections. the prior portion this 
work the author endeavors make thorough in- 
vestigation the modern scientific method with the 
intention proving that far from being the fool- 
proof instrument knowledge that scientists allege 
be. Considering science general, the author points 
out that all physical science possesses “credit” and 
“debit” side. admits that the recent discoveries 


science have made life easier, healthier, and 
material sense, happier; yet, the “debit” side, science 
has refused take into account the human factor— 


Tyrrell Brown 
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the mental development him who use the 
scientific discoveries our age. Thus the research 
atomic energy has produced the atom bomb, because 
the average scientific mind has overlooked the logical 
fact that mind without spiritual values will utilize 
power for selfish rather than unselfish ends. great 
measure, says Tyrrell, science responsible for the 
materialistic outlook mankind, because has taught 
that life meaningless and purposeless, and beyond 
this world there naught else but dead planets cold 
space. Thus, power derived from scientific discoveries 
added materialistic dictatorship produces state 
such controlled Russia. 
Nowhere this earlier section the volume the 
author more delightfully satiric than his treatment 
those scientists who refuse accept anything which 
cannot reduced rule explained tangibles. 
rude revelation behold such physicists 
Haldane and Eddington possessing such cast mind, 
ascribing anything paranormal chance, 
even though the incidence its occurence fre- 
quent rule out chance. 
the author the standpoint such intellectuals re- 
flects common symptom man’s mind our times— 
mind, incidentally, conditioned generations un- 
questioning acceptance the scientific method—in 
which “the human mind the grip uncon- 
scious urge which makes cling desperately the 
world familiar things and resist all that threatens 
tear away from its moorings”. This the “adapted 
mind” which approaches every field knowledge pro- 
testing its loyalty objectivity, yet already conditioned 
subjective bias against all which does not fit the 
accepted rule. explain the manner which the 
adapted mind” operates, Tyrrell examines current 
trends the major scientific fields. This treatment 
occupies the latter half Man the Maker. 


The foregoing skeleton sketch this book’s main theme 
cannot justice the style, the reasoning processes, 
and the frequently expressed true opinion the au- 
thor. Much what said acute need real 
spiritual foundation for its full effectiveness. times 
Tyrrell lapses into Wordsworthian over-praise nature 
and its effects. other times subscribes Locke’s 
silly nonsense that “beautiful scenes make beautiful 
thoughts”. And, course, there the half-hearted 
acceptance Darwinianism without explanation. 


Man the Maker represents the modern humane ap- 
proach non-spiritual basis combat the excesses 
perpetrated unchecked scientific philosophy 
life. With reservations noted above, could read 
with profit the advanced and mature student. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Brown, Cora, Rose, and Bob 
The European Cook Book 
Prentice-Hall. Jan. 14, 1952. 418p. $3.95. 


For thirty-five years the Browns have been going about 
the world collecting recipes and interesting bits in- 
formation about cooking. They have compiled series 
such excellent cookbooks America Cooks, 


and 

This 
Port 
acco 
men 
form 
man 
the 

eggs, 
Sigh 
Port 
Fren 
soup 
featu 


Win 
Brow 
geste 
Ame 
the 


recor 


For 
will 

eatin 


dash 


Everi 


phlet: 
the 
kept 
thoug 
like 
secon 
scale 
unive 
15% 
comb: 
books 
didn’t 
make 


(1948 
the 


SELLERS 


use the 
earch 
because 
logical 
great 
for the 
taught 
beyond 
cold 
state 


the 
which 
angibles. 
mind, 
fre- 


tuals re- 
un- 
thod—in 
the 
‘adapted 
pro- 
fit the 
hich the 

current 
reatment 


theme 
the au- 
real 
times 
nature 
Locke’s 
beautiful 


ap- 
excesses 
sophy 
read 


Ph.D., 


Book 


about 
series 


The 


1952 


South American Cook Book, The Wine Cook Book, 
and 10,000 Snacks, and now have written another just 
good: The European Cook Book. 


This book divided into four sections: Italian, Spanish, 
Portuguese, and French. Each section begins with 
account the culinary tastes, habits, and accomplish- 
ments the particular country. The recipes are uni- 
formly easy follow. The Italian section has, besides 
many recipes for spaghetti, recipes for varied sauces; 
the Spanish abounds countless ways preparing 
eggs, and features such intriguingly-named desserts 
Sighs, Puffs Wind, and Gypsy’s Embrace. The 
Portuguese section specializes sea foods, and the 
French are well represented the many delectable 
soups for which they are noted. Basque section 
featured, too. 


Wines have always been particular interest the 
Browns. The right wines for the right foods are sug- 
gested; and there is, besides, note American wines. 
America now ranks fourth wine production, and 
the Browns, who have sampled wines around the globe, 
recommend many the domestic wines highly. 


For those who are looking for the unusual this book 
will more than meet expectations. all, 
cookbook with imagination and the promise good 
eating—a challenge every woman who likes just 
dash something different her cooking. 


Rose Belvedere, 
Brooklyn, New York 


Everitt, Charles 
The Adventures Treasure Hunter 


Rare Bookman Search American History. 


Brown. 1951. 265p. $3.75. 

this collection anecdotes the late bookseller at- 
tempts give the laity some background the joys 
hunting treasure among old books, manuscripts, pam- 
phlets and newspapers. The stories are often amusing; 
the instruction techniques rare book dealing 
kept painless minimum. does discuss the con- 
sumers (the people who have enough money pay 
the price), librarians whom abhors group 
though concedes there have been few good ones 
like Randolph Adams who was fortunate position 
buyer, the scouts who dig attics, basements and 
second-hand bookstores, and the ultimate readers. His 
scale values sometimes curious, when rec- 
ommends that collections left small college 
university libraries because the big ones would have 
75% the titles already. Profanity abounds. This, 
combination with his acidulous comments other 
booksellers and librarians, makes one wonder 
didn’t have feeling inferiority. The book will 
make mildly amusing reading. 


Chase, Stuart Roads Agreement 
Harper. May 1951. 250p. $3.50. 


previous book, The Proper Study Mankind 
(1948), the author this volume made report 
the progress. the social sciences, which received 
favorable response many quarters. now attempts 
more particularized study what being done 


Everitt Chase Chatterton 


promote better human relations, both science and 
art. His purpose obviously not merely study 
the common denominators that make possible for 
individuals “to make friends and influence people”, 
but also for groups, such are involved manage- 
ment and industrial relations, get along and come 
equitable agreements. The most compelling reason for 
undertaking this study, observes, was “the natural 
anxiety citizen, watching the spiraling disagree- 
ments the ‘cold war’, with two stockpiles fission- 
able material rising the background”. 

successive chapters, Chase presents his experiences 
what calls group dynamics employed both 
matter tested practice and experimentally num- 
ber organizations and institutes for research, and 
shows what has been done various well known cor- 
porations which have utilized scientific methods team 
work approach their personnel problems and public 
relations. Thus the methods used Quaker meeting 
are examined; and reports are made the experiments 
and research conducted Bethel the National 
Training Laboratory Group Development, well 
the work done the National Planning Associa- 
tion, Universities interested labor relations, and in- 
dividuals various related The composite 
picture both impressive and stimulating and should 
prove helpful, not only for those who are interested 
democratic processes, but also for those who have prac- 
tical group problems solve. 


The book seems suffer, however, from nervous 
excitement, the author from group 
and counter counter. development ideas 
sketchy, and items are notebook fashion, all 
which somehow leaves the reader with the impres- 
sion that running after the author exciting 
chase but never quite catches really gets any- 
where. Chase had actually followed the pattern 
outlined the beginning, would have produced 
much more satisfying book. 
more fundamental defect, the opinion this re- 
viewer, the total absence any reference spiritual 
motivation religious contributions the betterment 
human relations. Even the description Quaker 
meeting significant only for its technique. Chase 
appears think that necessary only for people 
get together, and with little practice certain pro- 
cedures, all will sweetness and light. Possibly this 
due radically fallacious conception the human 
personality, indicated this statement that talk 
what makes human. Without talk, says, “our in- 
tellectual powers might not much exceed those 
smart chimpanzee”. The chapter semantics reveals 
not only capacity, but also real need, the part 
the author study the processes scholastic logic 
and dialectics. 

James Magner, 

Catholic University America, 

Washington, 
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Homeward Borne 
(Simon Schuster, Apr. 20, 


Chatterton, Ruth 
Pocket Books, Dec. 1951. 
1950.) 370p. .25. 
Seldom has the case for racial tolerance been pleaded 
eloquently for the dignity man. and 


230 Conant Slaughter Jennings 


fervently, Miss Chatterton attacks the virus anti- 
Semitism where germinates: the womb indi- 
vidual prejudice. the story who adopts 
Jewish waif and has meet the hostile community 
into which the boy thrown. Rarely has the descrip- 
recommended unreservedly antidote for man’s 
inhumanity man. (Condensed from the review 
Lois Slade, Best Sellers, May 15, 1950, pp. 35-6.) 


Conant, James 
Understanding Science, 
Historical Approach 
Library, 1951. Mentor Book.) 
Although concerned mainly with Christianity insofar 
contributes mankind’s “highest possible welfare 
and happiness upon this earth”, this simple, unaf- 
fected story the assimilation science into our 
cultural pattern. good presentation the way 
which science grows and the way which the Western 
culture has failed completely accept it. 
Joseph Popecki, 
Catholic University America, 
Library, 
Washington, 


Slaughter, Frank 
Permabooks, Nov. 17, 1951. 
409p. $0.35. 

Against background science and medicine laid 
this account sixteenth century Europe which 


Divine Mistress 
(Doubleday, Oct. 13, 1949.) 


scholars are pursuit wisdom, “the divine 


mistress”. There are frequent desertions, however, 
favor the human variety, which, with the Inquisi- 


Best SELLERs 


torial procedures, add the ingredients sex and sadism. 
The book impossible. adventure story 
swift-moving, exciting and spiced with the type sex 
that authors think readers want. However, its whole 
premise that the Church suppresses intellectual free- 
dom canard, discredited that few historians will 
bother maintain today. Throughout the entire 
story the author identifies the Church with reactionary 
thought, the heretics revolt against the only 
bearers truth and light. The treatment the In- 
quisition follows the age-old pattern. The book 
objectionable eliminate any recommendation. 


(Condensed from Best Sellers, Nov. 1949, pp. 128-9.) 


Jennings, John Land Vengeance 
(Formerly Call the New World.) Permabooks, Nov. 17, 
1951. (Macmillan, Mar. 25, 1941.) 414p. $0.35. 

With expanding interest South America during the 
past decade, must expect our novelists follow 
the trend. Land Vengeance relates the experience 
Peter Brooks who, after being cashiered from the 
American Army 1812, continues his career 
soldier South America, serving under Bolivar during 
the Venezuelan campaign and later under General San 
Martin, liberator Chile and Peru. The action 
diffuse but the book still supplies some knowledge 
South America during its struggle for liberation from 
Spanish rule. Because the long continued episode 
Peter’s adulterous life with Panchita can hardly 


for adolescents without qualification 


though both Peter and Panchita are punished through 
the latter’s death earthquake. There curious 
assumption that the Church would have granted Peter 
divorce had been born member the Catholic 
Church and able prove the unfaithfulness his 
first wife who was still living (page 273). (Condensed 
from Best Sellers, May 1941, 24.) 
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